
Please note:  The following was initially published as a 3-part editorial in Republican Women of 
California – Point Loma’s Trunkline newsletter. 

 
Editorial – The Immoderate “Moderates” – a Detailed Analysis.  Joe Biden and his 

designated running mate Kamala Harris are portraying themselves as a “moderate” alternative to the 
Trump/Pence administration.  This is a lie.  Their real agenda is revealed in the Biden-Sanders Unity Task 
Force Recommendations*, a 110-page call to action listing the Democratic Party’s plans for the United 
States should it win the Presidency and full control of the Congress in the November election.  Joe Biden 
signed onto this plan to win the support of Bernie Sanders and his far-left wing of the Democratic Party. 
 
Variously described as the “Democratic Party 2020 Platform” and a “left-wing wish list” and “the 
Manifesto”, the document was put together by Democratic Party notables such as John Kerry, 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Eric Holder, and Karen Bass – none of whom are known for their “moderate” 
positions.  The document addresses six areas of concern and is split into two sections:  the first laying 
out the authors’ assumptions and goals; the second restating them and announcing specific governing 
recommendations.  The document itself is highly repetitive and replete with social justice references to 
“historical” racism and various forms of reparations for the same, specifically stating that certain racial 
groups (“people of color”, Blacks, and Indians) will be given preference in matters ranging from 
government-financed education, job training and housing to actual cash payments.   
 

Climate 
 
Document announces as its primary goal the fight against climate change (including full implementation 
of the Green New Deal although it does not reference it by that name) and the pursuit of 
“environmental justice.”  Some of its assumptions are startling, e.g.:  “Highways have been built to 
enforce racial segregation in our cities….”  So are some of its solutions such as its determination to 
create a “zero-emission future” by increasing regulations on energy, industry and agriculture and setting 
aside a full “30% of America’s lands and waters and at least 30% of oceans” from any form of 
development.  This is an extreme position by any measure.   The Democratic Party’s larger goal is stated 
thus on page 1 of the document: 
 

We will use federal resources and authorities across all agencies to accelerate 
development of a clean energy economy and deploy proven clean energy solutions; 
create millions of family-supporting and union jobs; upgrade and make resilient our 
energy, water, wastewater, and transportation infrastructure; and develop and 
manufacture next-generation technologies to address the climate crisis right here in the 
United States. And we will do all this with an eye to equity, access, benefits, and 
ownership opportunities for frontline communities—because Democrats believe we 
must embed environmental justice and climate justice at the heart of our policy and 
governing agenda. 

 
Do note the “union” reference.  Tucked in among its six stated concerns, the document announces the 
Democratic Party’s determination to restore “worker’s rights” by legislating union-only infrastructure 
projects (including mandatory climate change upgrades to commercial and residential buildings), the 
repeal of all right-to-work laws, and the institution of card check (i.e., eliminating the secret ballot in 
unionizing efforts).  Then there’s this one: 
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And we will strengthen labor rights for the more than 20 million public-sector 
employees in the United States, including by providing a federal guarantee for public-
sector employees to bargain for better pay and benefits and the working conditions 
they deserve, and vigorously protecting all private-sector workers' right to strike 
without fear of coercion, interference, and undue delay. 
 

Criminal Justice 
 
In light of current events, the document’s stand on criminal justice is not particularly surprising but it is 
disturbing.  “Democrats believe we need to overhaul the criminal justice system from top to bottom.” 
Some specifics: 
 

 Abolishing the death penalty 

 Abolishing mandatory minimum sentencing 

 Making all sentencing reforms retroactive 

 Rooting out systemic racism 

 Abolishing the practice of treating some youth offenders as adults 

 Ending cash bail 

 Ending the war on drugs 

 Expunging “all past marijuana convictions” 

 Reducing “criminal penalties for drug possession” 

 Ending solitary confinement 

 Incentivizing jail and prison closures 

 Funding education and skills training for inmates 

 Eliminating all private prisons and detention centers 

 Establishing national standards for the use of force by police 

 “…Holding those in power accountable for their actions” 

 Banning the transfer of surplus military weapons to police departments 

 Restoring voting rights to felons who have served their time 

 Banning job application questions concerning criminal records 

 …Making “evidence-based investments in jobs, housing, education, and the arts that will make 
our nation fairer, freer, and more prosperous”  (And, yes, this is listed under Criminal Justice.”) 
 

Again it is interesting to note how the document continues to expound on certain themes such as 

systemic racism, the need for vast infrastructure and education expenditures, esp. within “impacted” 

communities, and the need to expand unionism.  Also the use of jargonistic expressions (“environmental 

justice”) and catch phrases (“systemic racism”) obscure some goals and emotionalize others – playing 

into the memes that the United States is a racist country that has protected the evil-doer (oil companies, 

general corporations) and victimized the working class and all people of color for generations if not since 

its very inception.   

Despite the document’s nominal division of concerns (i.e., Climate Change, Criminal Justice, the 

Economy, Education, Health Care, and Immigration) and two sections addressing each concern in order, 

the content is far from organized and difficult to track.  The need for additional education expenditures 

and the need for more unionization, for example, slip into almost every discussion while, strangely 

enough, the climate discussions seem generally limited into their designated divisions.  Another theme, 



well hidden, is the Democratic Party’s intent to punish the evil-doers (esp., the polluters, certain 

corporations and “brutal” police) by everything from heavy fines and taxation to actual incarceration.   

Economy 

Again the document is badly organized and highly repetitive, restating themes of racial injustice and 
worker oppression throughout.  Too, it pushes unionization at all levels and for all purposes.  Declaring 
“The economy is not working for the American people,” the economic section first blames President 
Trump for the Covid-19 recession and then announces that our economy is “fundamentally flawed.”  It 
then details how working people and the middle class have been denied opportunity by “big 
corporations and the wealthiest few.”  It then proclaims Democrats promote “shared prosperity” and 
promises no one will go hungry or homeless and all will have quality health care, affordable banking 
services and full union benefits including equal pay for women, paid family leave and racial equity.  I.e.:   

A new social and economic compact that at last grapples honestly with America’s long 
and ongoing history of racism and disenfranchisement, of segregation and 
discrimination, of economic exclusion and political suppression, and invests instead in 
building equity and mobility for the communities of color and Native American 
communities who have been left out and left behind for generations.  

Many of these programs single out “people of color, especially Black Americans” committing to establish 
a “commission to examine how the legacy of 246 years of slavery [a reference to The 1619 Project] and 
another century of Jim Crow segregation continues to impact the economic prospects of Black 
Americans today, and to recommend remedies.”  This is over and above promises to increasing 
investments in “Black-owned” businesses, farms, and housing, including special rules to allow farmers of 
color to pass on their farms to their heirs.   

All-in-all this Democrat economic program combines race shaming and shameful giveaways to set up a 
new economy to further divide this country along lines of color, setting up racial preferments in virtually 
everything while promising everyone else the basic necessities built or retooled to match Green New 
Deal guidelines.  They’re not shy about the discrimination either.  The document announces quite clearly 
“that race-neutral policies are not a sufficient response to race-based disparities” and promises 
reparations as one item in a long list of other discriminatory practices.  This program, if enacted, would 
initiate a form of socialism as a means of combatting racism, certain to increase racial tensions and 
bankrupt the country. 

Education 

The document’s education program is likewise problematical.   Despite high-flown promises to give every 
American child a great education, the proposals listed boil down to a major giveaway to the nation’s 
teacher’s unions, the largest single contributor to the Democratic Party.  All teachers will be unionized 
and “paraprofessionals” will be given a path to teacher credentialing.  Diversity, of course, will be 
emphasized.  All competing organizations will be neutralized by banning for-profit charter schools and 
forcing all other charter schools to be subject to reviews and policies geared to make them subordinate 
to public schools.  Various voucher and scholarship programs and even Education Savings Accounts will 
be abolished, essentially destroying school choice.  Unionized staffing (including aides and health and 
social welfare workers) will be increased and all people working at any school will see increased salaries 
and benefits.  In addition all staffing is promised professional development, continuing education and 
mentorship programs.  All educators will receive up to $50,000 in student loan debt reduction.  There will 
also be huge increases in funding facilities and specialized programs such as Title I, II and IX, especially 
those supporting minority, handicapped, and LGBTQ communities. 



That’s just the teachers.  Democrats will unionize child-care workers and guarantee child-care with grant 
assistance for every child under age 5.  All 3- and 4-year-olds will be provided pre-kindergarten classes.  
Afterschool and summer programs, teen centers and tutoring will also be provided.  All public colleges 
and universities will be tuition-free to any student (including Dreamers) whose family earns less than 
$125,000.  Students who go into public service will be forgiven $50,000 in student loan.  Other student 
loans will be forgiven over time for anyone earning less than $25,000 per annum; others will be forgiven 
major portions of their debt and/or promised that payments towards the loan will never go above 5% of 
their discretionary income, again to be forgiven over time.  Too, student loans can be discharged via 
bankruptcy. 

What type of education will our children be receiving for this massive increase in spending?  First of all, 
Democrats want to see an end to all standardized testing.  Instead assessments will provide “holistic, 
deeper learning encompassing social, emotional and academic learning and are responsive to cultural 
and linguistic diversity— incentivizing states’ capacity to develop and use such assessments”.  Think 
that’s jargonistic?  Try this one. “Add culturally relevant and sustaining pedagogies and evidence-based 
programming for social-emotional learning to the existing provisions in the Supportive School Climate 
Act.”  The only clear curriculum promise is to increase funding for bilingual programs. 

Other promises:  School discipline will “Invest in comprehensive transformative and restorative 
justice practices that ensure the humane treatment of all students; “Safe Zones” will be expanded to 
protect children from immigration enforcement at school and in transit from their homes to school 
and back; and more money to be spent on facilities and equipment and “expanded broadband 
Internet access for students and employees”.   

In other words, the Biden-Sanders document promises to spend more and more money on what 
appears to be educational gobbledygook – an extension of a formula that’s already failed our kids 
and continues to do so.   

Health Care 

After declaring that “Democrats have been fighting to achieve universal health care for a century”, the 
health care sections identify in detail exactly why: 

The Task Force recommends in the strongest possible terms that Democrats commit to 
ending health inequities by race, ethnicity, gender, and geography through a sustained, 
federal effort, led by President Biden, that engages the whole of the government  [italics 
added] to solve health inequities that have long plagued us, including those that emerge from 
social determinants of health like inadequate housing, hunger, mass incarceration, and gun 
violence. 

In short, the “public” option being touted on the campaign trail is a smokescreen for huge, promised 
expenditures in all phases of health care to meet the goals cited above. Again, forced unionization, 
preferential treatment for targeted groups including all immigrants, LGTBQ+ and Planned Parenthood; 
programs, grants, and relaxed certification standards for medical personnel to provide enough 
“qualified” care givers; environmental cleanup; and ways to reduce economic disparities are brought 
into the discussion, as are: 

 The codification of Roe v. Wade and the repeal of the Hyde Amendment 
 “Gun prevention policies” 
 The ending of “food insecurity” and homelessness 



 A no-deductible public option available on the current health care exchanges and 
provided free-of-charge to people earning less than 200% of the current Federal Poverty 
Level 

 Increased funding to existing centers for medical research and to establish new centers 
for medical research. 

This section also uses the Covid-19 crisis to bludgeon all Republicans, and, of course, most especially, 
President Trump.  Republicans are the bad guys who through their inaction and obstruction prevented 
the proper setup and implementation of medical emergency measures and are also responsible for an 
already “broken” American medical system which now requires extreme measures to fix. 

Some of the specific recommendations sound desirable and even practicable, but the whole adds up to 
a virtual takeover of all aspects of government in order to assure equal outcomes, not just in health but 
everything else that might somehow, however obliquely, impinge on someone’s health.  Nowhere is 
there any mention of how the Democrats propose to pay for these programs. 

Immigration 

The final section of the document, Immigration, is primarily used to attack the Trump “Administration’s 
cruelty and dehumanization of immigrants [that] stretches the imagination and shocks the conscience” 
and to undo the harms and right the wrongs of said administration.  The first two pages of the 
recommendations section would basically reverse all Trump immigration policies, defund the wall, 
reinstate DACA, and restructure ICE and the Border Patrol. The document then goes on to identify the 
Democrats’ priorities to “reaffirm family migration as a cornerstone of U.S. immigration policy” and their 
“commitment to diversity.”  Indeed, not just new citizens but all Green Card holders will be encouraged 
to bring in their relatives, and asylum and global refugee admission increased.  A “roadmap to 
citizenship” for all currently here is included.  Employers are to be blamed for any undocumented 
workers, and those workers may be unionized.  In the meantime, federal immigration judges are to be 
increased and unionized, legal counsel provided to all individuals in DHS custody and all unaccompanied 
children, whether in custody or not.  “Sensitive locations” (proscribing DHS enforcement) will be 
expanded, and detention will only be used as a last resort.  All immigrants will have free access to health 
services during a pandemic and will be eligible for Medicaid otherwise.  Taken together, these policies 
basically would open our borders. 

Democrats would not stop there.  In “Addressing the Root Causes” (the very last subsection within this 
document) they propose the United States should address and rectify international corruption, food 
insecurity, climate, public safety, gang and security issues by a combination of international 
commissions, embedded DOJ and Treasury officers, and a variety of other suggestions that would insert 
US policy into independent states with questionable diplomatic repercussions while requiring 
unquantified “investments.”  In short, the document suggests the Democrats now mean to solve the 
problems of the known world, again in the context of their quest for racial, ethnic, gender, and 
geographical diversity and climate security. 

Such a view used to be classed not just as “nutty” but as megalomaniac.   

We must not let them win, folks. 

ALL LIVES MATTER.  –Mary Anne Wentink 

The original document can still be found on the Joe Biden campaign website at:  
https://joebiden.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/UNITY-TASK-FORCE-RECOMMENDATIONS.pdf.   

In case they choose to bring it down, it is also available here. 
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